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MENTOR DARCEY ENARSON
Darcey Enarson became involved
with Fostering Opportunities when
she and Mary Jo Macomber were
nurses together. “I saw how involved
and passionate Mary Jo was with
Fostering Opportunities, and I wanted
to help out and learn more about the
program,” she said.

no donation
too little or
too big

Darcey became interested in
mentoring because when she was
growing up, she had a best friend who
ended up being raised by her parents.
“I know what a difference a positive
attitude and support can make in a
child’s life,” she explained.
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Darcey enjoys seeing the students
move forward with their lives and
accomplish goals, and, later, work with
organizations to better other children’s
lives. She gets excited when the
students graduate and come back to

and all the students, and I hope to
show them that it’s ok to trust others.”
Darcey is able to accomplish this with
her students by building a relationship
with her mentees so they can talk
openly. This gives her the opportunity
to be encouraging and be there for
them if everything doesn’t go as
planned. She loves working with
Fostering Opportunities because the
entire group is hardworking and has a
lot of fun!
the program often donating their time
to Fostering Opportunities.
Offering her students time and support
is important to Darcey. She stays in
contact with them and lets them know
she’s interested in how they’re doing.
She clarified, “I care about my mentees

“The networking is amazing! I love that
we’re all volunteers, which means that
donated money is put toward these
students’ education to better their
lives. Nobody can ever take that away
from them,” Darcey emphasized.
Well said.

IN MEMORY OF JOHN

Board Members

John Ryan will be remembered as one of Fostering Opportunities’ most effective and
beloved mentors. He and his wife Barbara were involved with Fostering Opportunities
for more than 10 years. Together they gave their time and provided students with
scholarships over the years.

Mary Jo Macomber

Former mentee Ivana Rivers recalled, “John was an amazing mentor. He (and Barb) was
very instrumental in my personal and professional growth. His kindness forever changed
my perspective on those who really care.”

Katherine Backman

John didn’t want to draw attention to himself, but he and Barbara worked very hard to
make a difference with their students. They felt school was very important and wanted to
support the students in their efforts.
John was in the U.S. Army and retired from the Veteran’s Administration after more
than 30 years. He and Barbara enjoyed long walks, movies, reading, and classical music.
Frequently, they attended the symphony.
Barbara continues to be involved with Fostering Opportunities and is now serving as a
board member. She looks forward to having a student to mentor again. “John and I felt
very strongly that I stay involved,” she explained.
We are so happy to have Barbara continue to mentor and support Fostering
Opportunities, but we will miss John very much.
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Maria Brown
Maria Brown is one of Fostering
Opportunities hard working, successful
former students, but her life didn’t start
out with such high hopes. As a child she
encountered unimaginable challenges.
“I spent my life as a youth moving
from house to house. I never stayed in
one place for more than a couple of
months before being shipped off to the
next destination,” Brown explained. “The
unstable living conditions affected my
education. I was never able to finish one
full grade at any one school.”
Despite these challenges and others,
Maria wanted to do more with her life. She
received her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
at San Diego State University and graduated May 2015. Maria chose her undergraduate degree in Sociology for several
reasons.
“Sociology has opened my eyes to the
reality of the social constructs in which we
live. I knew growing up that there were a
lot of problems not only with my life, but
also with my environment. Sociology has
enabled me to understand my situation
better, ” she said.
Maria attends Law School. Once she
becomes a lawyer, her plan is to help children.
“Growing up I wished I had someone
to protect me,” Maria said. “There are laws
that say people can’t hurt children, so I
hope I will be able to help.”
Maria hopes to make the world a
better place for children, and she is on her
way to reaching those goals.

Rebecca Leach
Rebecca graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication in 2008
but has wanted to further develop her leadership and professional skills, so
she returned to graduate school for a Master’s Degree.
She explained, “I can’t move into leadership or management positions
without a Master’s Degree.”
Rebecca is continuing her education at the University of California,
Berkeley and is completing her Master’s degree in Social Welfare.
Despite her challenges early in life, education was her coping mechanism.
“I knew that the only way out of poverty was getting a good education,”
Rebecca emphasized.
She also attributes her success to “amazing, strong, successful and
independent women like Lila Silvern, Katie Elsbree, and Mary Jo Macomber.”
Having female role models gave her strength when school and life was
difficult. The helped push her through.
In the future, Rebecca wants to create better communities by
empowering youth and their families. We know she will succeed at whatever
she chooses.

